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Service openings in drylining 
(builders work holes) 
 
A Builders Work Hole or a prepared opening in a 

separating element (wall or floor) is designed for 

services to pass through. It is vitally important that 
Designers consult with the drylining manufacturer or 
system owner to establish a compliant design for the 

drylining (sometimes referred to a ‘flexible wall’ 
where firestopping is required).  
 
The first critical step is to consult, to establish the 
maximum size of the services openings permitted 
within their system to maintain stated structural / fire 
performance of the system.  See Figure 1.  
Recommendations often vary from one drylining 
system provider to another, dependent on the test 
evidence available.  
 
If there is a conflict between the guidance from the 
drylining and penetration seals system providers, both 
providers should be consulted to ensure that an 
appropriate assessment is made and that the required 
fire performance is provided. 
 
Where there are multiple services within a flexible 
partition, it is essential that the drylining system owner 
is consulted to ensure that the required minimum 
distances is achieved between adjacent services 
openings. 
The location of the services openings should avoid the 
door jamb studs. 

 
Some penetration seal products are tested in openings 
formed within drylining with no support framework for 
the board at the service opening (see Figure 2). 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Showing lined and unlined opening  

 
Whilst this method can achieve the required fire 
performance as tested by the penetration seal 
manufacturer, this methodology may not be covered 
by the drylining system manufacturer’s 
recommendations who require the penetration to be 
lined to maintain the performance of their partition 
elements and this should be checked.  Where dampers 
are being installed It is vital to note that the thickness 
of the lining boards may require deeper flanges to 
allow the damper to be mechanically secured to the 
metal framing. 

 
CRITICAL QUESTIONS 

• What size is the service opening? 
• How close is the penetration to other 

penetrations in the same supporting 
construction? 

• Has the system supplier been consulted?  
• Has the agreed detail been agreed by the 

designer in consultation with the M&E 
designer and the fire stopping supplier?  

 

Figure 1: Check all dimensions  


