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Ceiling and absorbers Working Group  
Meeting held on 23 September 2021 

At the Knauf Showroom  
20 Baltic Street, London EC1Y 0UL 

 
Members are reminded they agree to conform to FIS policy to comply with the Competition Act 1998.   
The meeting is convened and held in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles of Association of 

FIS and the regulations made by the Association.  The Association has in place procedures to ensure 
compliance with all relevant competition laws and the meeting is subject to those procedures. 

 

In attendance  
 
Adrian Molloy 
Carl Davison 
James Gosling 
Jonathan Cherry 
Matt Harrison 
Neil Miller (Chair)  
Rob Gardiner  
Russell Cooper 

Ted Baker 
Tim Spencer 
Ye Zhang 
Apologies  
Simon Humphry 
Damian Stokes 
FIS 
Iain McIlwee  
Joe Cilia (notes) 
Flavie Lowres

 
 

 Neil Miller welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed that 
the meeting is held in accordance with the competition act.  

 

 Update on key activities and projects 
JC updated the meeting on the latest guidance and documents 
relating to ceilings  

▪ Specifiers guide to Ceilings and Absorbers HERE 
▪ Ceiling fire performance HERE 
▪ Site guide- Suspended ceilings can be downloaded HERE  
▪ Resource Efficiency Action plan (REAP) HERE 
▪ All our technical guides can be seen  HERE  

▪ The Competency Framework Career and Qualification Path  HERE   

Apprentice guide for employers HERE   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The FIS Specifiers guide to Ceilings and absorbers  was published in 
May.  It will now be regularly reviewed, so feed any comments in to 
Joe.   
 
In response to a question about the plan to promote the guide, Joe 
responded that the guide is being promoted by members who can 
have a version with their logo in the front cover, there are also plans 
that when all four or five guides are published they will be put 
forward as RIBA assessed reading material and a presentations will 

Advise JC if you want 
your Logo on the new 
guide 
 

https://www.thefis.org/membership-hub/publications/specifiers-guides/ceilingsandacousticabsorbers/
https://www.thefis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Information-sheet-Ceilings-Fire-performance-.pdf
https://www.thefis.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/FIS-Site-Guide-for-Suspended-Ceilings-2021.pdf
https://www.thefis.org/knowledge-hub/sustainability/
https://www.thefis.org/builders-work-holes-the-devil-is-in-the-detail/service-openings-in-drylining-builders-work-holes-1/
https://www.thefis.org/?td_restrict_media_path_by_role=/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/040120-Dryliner-Career-and-Competency-Path.xlsx
https://www.thefis.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Jan-21-Apprenticeships-Guidance-for-Employers.pdf
https://www.thefis.org/membership-hub/publications/specifiers-guides/ceilingsandacousticabsorbers/
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be drafted assessed and recorded for the website, which will also be 
available for members to use.  
 
Members who would like to have a copy of the guide that includes 
your logo on the front alongside FIS for a one-off cost is £500.00 + 
vat, should email joecilia@thefis.org 

 Update on legislation and standards 
BREXIT Construction Products Regulation (CPR) the supply chain and 
UK CA marking  Our Brexit toolkit is kept up to date and includes 
guidance on conformity marking.  
 
Iain explained that the requirement to bring new trained people into 
the market has more than doubled due to new immigration rules and 
as a result that workers from the EU have not returned. He confirmed 
that interior systems installers are now recognised in the top four 
occupations where there are shortages, which will help our case in 
discussions with Government.  
 
It was reported that the requirement to UKCA /UKNI mark in 
accordance with designated standard BS EN 13964 has been put back 
a year until January 2023.  There are also issues with mutual 
recognition between the EU and UK which are compounding the 
issue and requiring additional testing both for UK marking and CE 
marking where products are exported.   
 
Members discussed how they were approaching UKCA marking.  In 
the case of ACVP 4 marking has started, but approved bodies are not 
in a position to carry out the work required to allow UKCA marks to 
be affixed yet under ACVP 3 requirements.  Iain reported on 
conversations with BBA, UL and WCL.   
 
Discussion around producing our own standards away from EN’s 
concluded that divergence would double the need administration 
and process adding cost and confusion.   Members were asked to 
share any organisations with Joe  
 
There was a request for a list of approved bodies who were able to 
provide testing and certification against BS EN 13964  
 
BS EN 13964 
RG advised the group that he represents us at the B548 committee 
that reports to TC277 at CEN where the standard is produced.  The 
concern that there were holes in the standard led to a discussion on 
harmonisation and divergence.   The practical and political 
considerations were discussed and a conclusion was that in the 
interim, a paper interpreting the standard was required. This Industry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide information on 
approved bodies.  A list 
of UK Approved Bodies 
is available here 
 
 
 
 
JC to set up a small 
working group  
 

mailto:joecilia@thefis.org
https://www.thefis.org/knowledge-hub/business-management/risk-register/
https://www.gov.uk/uk-market-conformity-assessment-bodies?page=1&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_type%5B%5D=approved-body&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_type%5B%5D=technical-assessment-body
https://www.gov.uk/uk-market-conformity-assessment-bodies?page=1&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_type%5B%5D=approved-body&uk_market_conformity_assessment_body_type%5B%5D=technical-assessment-body
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Approved Guidance could help to instruct future standards 
discussions.   
 
The Mirror group in the UK is chaired by FIS and is looking for experts 
to join the group. Anyone interested should send their CV and 
accompanying email in application to joecilia@thefis.org   
 
The Building Safety Bill was discussed. It was reported that this was 
as an overarching piece of legislation that defines High Risk Buildings, 
Key roles and responsibilities of the parties involved in the 
construction and management and gives powers to a new regulator 
to manage the construction process against clear gateways.   It also 
allows for a Construction Product Regulator to be formed under the 
Building Safety Regulator who FIS are already engaged with.    
 
The Bill includes proposals increasing the period of liability against 
the Defective premises Act which was 6 years to 12 years and then 
extending it to 15 years.  This is concerning.  The timeline was 
discussed, with the whole process expected to take around 30 
months.    
 
More information can be found HERE  
 

Members wishing to 
join a small working 
group should email 
JoeCilia@thefis.org  
 
 
 
 

 Sustainability Discussion – The Path to Net Zero for the Ceilings 
Sector 
Open discussion led by Carl Davidson of Zentia.  Key areas of concern 
identified were CAT A Waste and logistics of separation and 
collection for re-use and recycling – the importance of clear product 
marking to assist was raised.   
 
Flavie Lowres has joined FIS as Sustainability Champion. She brings a 
depth of understanding to the FIS after many years working with BRE. 
FIS is also partnering with the wider construction efforts through the 
CO2nstruct Zero initiative and will be aligning.  Key focus of FIS is 
informing design, inspiring change, measuring impact and increasing 
knowledge within the supply chain.  New resources available to 
support members include a new FIS Sustainability Hub and a new 
training website, launched in partnership with the Supply Chain 
Sustainability School.   FIS is also looking to produce a series of White 
Papers with Barbour ABI.   
 
Pre-Cycle agreement. JC outlined a simple scheme that was 
discussed with RICS and the SKA rating system  
 
Pre-cycle agreements will be issued by Manufacturers at the point of 
sale and confirms that there is a take back scheme for the material 
and the agreement confirms that none of the material returned will 
be sent to landfill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let FIS know 
who is responsible for 
Sustainability with their 
organisations by 
emailing 
flavielowres@thefis.org 
so we can plug them in 
to work.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:joecilia@thefis.org
https://www.thefis.org/2021/07/09/what-the-building-safety-bill-means-for-you-and-next-steps/
mailto:JoeCilia@thefis.org
https://www.thefis.org/knowledge-hub/sustainability/
https://www.thefis.org/2021/09/08/fis-and-supply-chain-sustainability-school-collaborate-to-start-net-zero-journeys/
https://www.thefis.org/2021/09/08/fis-and-supply-chain-sustainability-school-collaborate-to-start-net-zero-journeys/
mailto:flavielowres@thefis.org
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This simple initiative is designed to encourage manufacturers to 
develop products that are designed for de construction, using 
materials that can be viewed as a resource and not waste.  
 
To keep this initiative free of any constraints it has no logo, no 
ownership and no other conditions other than those above. 
 
 

Members to consider 
adopting a pre-cycle 
scheme themselves. 
 

  
Update on Skills 
Qualifications and Competency in the workforce.  We now have 29 
approved training providers who are all now members of FIS.  There 
are 21 companies providers delivering the new Interiors Installers 
Apprenticeship, with 4 further that we are talking to.  Many are 
focussing on the Drylining rather than the Ceilings and Partitions 
Pathway, currently only Bircham Newton confirmed as offering the 
Ceilings and Partitions pathway (on block release).   
 
A list of training providers can be found HERE  
 
We are run Skills clinics to help members maximise their claims to 
CITB and signpost them to training and set up apprenticeships. 
 
Key message to the supply chain is if they want to get a training 
programme in place, contact FIS we can help them to identify 
training, funding and save a lot of time.  It is a complicated landscape 
and we are here to help.   
 
Also keen to see manufacturer training support competence.  Please 
contract FIS with details of any training you do, CPD or installer.  
 
Career and Qualification Pathways 

Available on the FIS website.  We have two pathways complete; 
Dryliners and Ceiling Fixers, and are developing Partitions installers, 
Plasterers. Flooring Installers, Steel Frame Systems Assemblers 
Erectors and Cavity Barrier Installer. 
 

Each include a career route from inductee into Supervisory, Technical 
and Managerial roles. 
 
More information on the Skills Hub HERE   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact FIS if you are 
interested in working 
with local colleges 
/training centres. 
 
If looking at installer 
networks and 
competency 
requirements, suggest 
they contact FIS to 
discuss training and 
funding options.   
 
Let FIS know if you are 
currently doing any 
training.   

  
Priorities and Potential projects  
The current site guide for suspended ceilings will be reviewed. 
Members who  would like to  join a small working group  should 
email joecilia@theFIS.org 
 

 
 
 
Advise JC if you would 
like to join working 

https://www.thefis.org/member-directory/?businesstype=training-provider
https://www.thefis.org/skills-hub/qualifying-your-workforce/
https://www.thefis.org/skills-hub/
https://www.thefis.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/FIS-Site-Guide-for-Suspended-Ceilings-2021.pdf
mailto:joecilia@theFIS.org
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The Resource Efficiency Action Plan (REAP) for mineral wool Ceiling 
tiles will be reviewed Members who would like to join a small 
working group should email joecilia@theFIS.org 
 

groups to discuss either 
initiative 

 JC ran through a presentation in the new Code Construction 
products information (CCPI) has been produced by the Market 
Integrity Group under the Umbrella of the Construction Products 
Association to ensure that all marketing information is: 

• accurate, 

• accessible,  

• up-to-date,  

• clear  

• and unambiguous 

 
The slides from the original presentation on the CCPI can be found 
HERE   
 
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/  
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/register-interest/ 
Code for Construction Product Information  
Code Guidance  
Preparing for the Code information pack  
 
 

 

 AOB  
Workplace Design Show will take place between 4-5 November 
2021 London’s Business Design Centre. It’s the first exhibition 
dedicated to the Workplace for a decade or more.  
FIS will be speaking at the event on Thursday 4th. And have been 
invited to partner with the promoters for 2022.  

 

 Date and time of next meeting TBC  
 
 

 
  

 

 

https://www.thefis.org/knowledge-hub/sustainability/
mailto:joecilia@theFIS.org
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Code-for-Construction-Product-Information_September-2021.pdf
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Code-for-Construction-Product-Information_September-2021.pdf
https://www.constructionproducts.org.uk/media/556714/ccpi-webinar-3rd-feb-2021.pdf
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/register-interest/
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Code-for-Construction-Product-Information_September-2021.pdf
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Code-for-Construction-Product-Information-Guidance_Septemer-2021.pdf
https://www.cpicode.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/CCPI-Preparing-for-the-Code-Information-Pack_September-2021.pdf
https://workspaceshow.co.uk/

